[date], 2011

Dear Members of the United States House of Representatives,

We ask that you support H.R. 3076, introduced by Congressman Jim McDermott and currently co-sponsored by Representatives Erik Paulsen, Keith Ellison, John Conyers, Jr., Marcia Fudge Patrick Tiberi, Al Green, Raul Grijalva, Alcee Hastings, Barbara Lee, and John Lewis. [New cosponsors will be added before we send the final version to House members]. 
We represent youth service providers and understand the positive impact this legislation will have on youth who have experienced homelessness but have found stable housing. These youth want to seek greater opportunity through education, and their life ambitions are being adversely impacted by current law.  Aside from limited exceptions, current law prohibits full-time students from living in housing that uses the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) program subsidy. Many youth who were formerly homeless seek stable housing while also needing to conclude their high school education. 
H.R. 3076 will fix this oversight in the law by updating the “student rule” and allowing formerly homeless youth who are full-time students to qualify for housing under the LIHTC program.  Because this legislation does not increase LIHTC allocations, the Joint Committee on Taxation estimates a negligible cost of less than $1 million over 10 years.

Many homeless youth have applied for housing but have been turned away because they are full-time students.  These students then face the dilemma of choosing safe, stable housing or continuing their education full-time.  Often these students are forced to drop classes and continue their education as only part-time students, delaying their entry into the workforce, pursuit of futher education, and fundamentally curtailing ability to fully contribute to community life.
Please join in supporting HR 3067, so that youth who have experienced homelessness on their own can be eligible for LIHTC-funded housing programs while also pursuing critically important education. This no-cost bill will support youth to develop into community leaders and avoid long term homelessness by providing the two critical tools of stable housing and education.

Please contact any of the signatories below if you have questions. 

Sincerely,

